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The Humble 


PETITION 


OF THE 


PRETENDER, 


To his HIoHN Ess the 
DUEkE of Orleans, 


To ſuffer him to put in Bail to 
his Arreſt. | 
May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, | 
OUR Petitioner James Stuart, 
commonly called the Preten- 
der, alias Perkin, alias Chewa- 
lier de St. George, alias Impoſtor, by 
ſome, if not by all of which Names 
Az 
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he preſumes he may be known to 
your Royal Highneſs, moſt humbly 
prayeth ; Z | 

THAT in your great Clemency 
and princely Wiſdom you will take 
his preſent Caſe into your moſt ſe- 
rious Conſideration, and that the 
rather becauſe he has good Reaſon to 
believe that hardly any one thinks 


ſeriouſly of your ſaid Petitioner at 
_ preſent 5 He being ſo unhappy as to 


have fallen into the greateſt Dif- 
1785 and utmoſt Contempt of all 
ober and ſenſible Perſons, and in 

particular to lye under the Diſplea- 
ſure of your Royal Highneſs, for 


vhom he has ſo deep a Reſpect, and 


whoſe Favour he the ſaid Petitioner 


would purchaſe at any Rate, and run 


any Hazard, but that of his own 
Life, which he has a very tender re- 


gard for, to obtain, 


May | 
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May it therefore pleaſe your Royal 
Highneſs only to give him leave to 
ſtare his Caſe before you, and hum- 
bly offer ſome Reaſons which may 
move your Highneſs, to ſuffer him 
to put in Bail to the Arreſt, under 
which you have at preſent laid your 
unhappy Petitioner. He does not 
preſume that your Highneſs will take 
his own Word for his Appearance, 
he having ſo often promiſed that to 
his Friends in England, and never 
yet kept it, and now lying under 

an actual Obligation and Promiſe to 
his Friends in Scotland to do the 
ſame. In theſe unlucky Circum- 


ſtances, your Petitioner is not fo ar- 


rogant, he ſays, as to think your 
Highneſs will take his Word as a 
ſufficient Security; neither will he 
offer his Honour as any greater Vali- 
dity, that being, he Confeſſes, ſub- 

ject 
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ject to as many Doubts and Suſpi- 


cions, if not more, than his verbal 
Promiſe, it being pavn'd and en- 
gag'd to ſeveral Perſons, Men, No- 
men, and Children, in the Kingdom 
of Great Britain, whom he has not 
the Honour to be known to, or 
once: to have ſeen, bur who have 


taken it as currently as a Bank Bill 


for ready Mony, for which he is ob- 
lig d to them; but more particular- 
ly, he cannot offer his ſaid Honour to 
your Highneſs's Acceptance, becauſe 


it is doubly Mortgag d to the Duke 


of Lorrain, for Bed, and Board, Meat, 
Drink, Waſting, and Lodging, which 


your Highneſs knows the ſaid Duke 


has truſted him for, during a conſi- 


derable ſpace of Time, and for the 


Payment of which your Petitioner's 
ſaid Honour ſtands engag'd. He is 
almoſt aſham'd to mention to your 
: High- 
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Highneſs that the ſaid Honour of his 
is alſo pawn'd to a great many La- 
dies, Maids of Honour, {mall Coun- 
teſſes, and Laundreſſes; all and ſeveral 
of vhich have accepted it inſtead of 
Louis d Oris, Pieces of Eight, beſides 
4 innumerable Promiſes of Preferments 
, 4 when it mould be in his Power to 
: give it them. 
For theſe Reaſons It 15, that 1 am 
1 juſtly ſenſible that neither my Word 
5 nor my Honour can be of any Con- 
ſequence or Value with your Royal 
. H. ghneſi and therefore 1 now ſhall 
offer a far more unexceptionable Se- 


5 3 + 
* a 5 os ˖ 


L curity. But firſt, J deſire that your 
3 Highneſs would conſider that I am 
„ now ata great diſtance from my 
4 Friends, and therefore cannot imme- 


„ diately have thoſe Youchers for me 


1 
1 which are convenient and neceſſary. 
| However, 1 ſhall with all Humility- 
| ö B ſubs 
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ſubmit it to your princely Wiſdom, 


whether you will pleaſe to accept of 


ſuch Perſons as I ſhall name in my 
Petition; and I do aſſure you that 
I ſhall mention none, but ſuch 
vhoſe Integrity and Sufficiency are 
known to the whole World, as well 
as to your Petitioner. T5 

I do then in the firſt place offer 


as Bail for my Appearance, R. 
E---I of Ox---d, a Perſon of ſo un- 


ſported a Faith, and fo ſincere Hone- 
fly, and of fo entire an Attachment 


to your Royal Uncle, that 1 can 


hardly make any Doubt -with my 
ſelt, but that your Heghneſs will 
think 1 have choſen one of the moſt 


unexceptionable Perſons in the whole 


World. His Character is fo well 
known, that J need only ſay, that 
it is the ſame Perſon who is ſo much 


bleſs'd- and applauded all over the 


Empire 
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Empire for preſerving the Grand Al. 
liance lo inviolably, whoſe Health is 
drank all over the United Provinces 
for the ſteddy Adherence to the Bar- 
rier Treaty, and whom all the Por- 
tugneſe Poets have celebrated in every 
Song that has been made ſince the 
late Treaty of Peace. In his own 
Country his Credit has been ſo very 
Great, that I have - heard from ſub- 
ſtantial Witneſſes that he has been 
bail d by ten Attorneys in one Day 
for as many Actions, that he has had 
the Privilege of riding in his Coach 
unmoleſted, or ſleeping quietly at 
Home, when he was as Inſolvent as 
the moſt deſperate Debtor in the 
Hotel de———. I am not ignorant 
indeed, that the ſaid Noble Per- 
ſon is at preſent in a fort of a Priſon 
for ſome petty Trifles, and Advances 
towards my Intereſt in the Kingdom 
Mm Bs oY 
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of Great Britain; yet I am poſitive 
that if your Highneſs would only be 
ſo good as to obtain his Enlarge- 
ment from King GEORGE, he would 


repair hither immediately, and offer 


to be bound Body for Body, or in 
any other Engagement which you 


ſhould think fit, to be reſponſible for 


your Petitioners Appearance. 


But if your Highneſs ſhould think 


that there are ſome Difficulties which 
cannot ſo eaſily be got over in re- 


ſpect of the Confinement of this very 


worthy Perſon; It is the humble De- 


{ire of your Petitioner that you would 


be pleas'd to accept of One who does 
not lye under theſe Neceſſities; One, 
who, I may lay, is entirely his own 


Maſter, and whole great Reſpect to 
your Petitioner will make him rea- 


dily comply with any thing you, ſhall 


think fit to demand, 


This 
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This Noble Perſon is the Earl of 
Marr, a Man very juſtly famous for 
the Tenderneſs of his Conſcience in 
regard to Oaths and Promiſes, of 
which he has lately given the World 
the moſt convincing Demonſtration. 
He is a Man of the niceſt Honour, 
and tho that alone were. an Argu- 
ment for your Highneſs's Acceptance, 
he ſhall engage feveral Thouſands 
more in the ſame Obligation, who 
have been contented to go without 
Shirts and Shooes theſe three Months, 
out of Reſpect to the ſaid Earl's In- 
tegrity. Tho' I cannot ſay that he 
vill come hither upon the Spor as 
your Petitioner's Bail, yer I know 
that if any Oath, conceiv'd in ſuch 
ſolemn, ſtrong, and obligatory. Terms 
as would artle a Teſuit, were ſent 
to him by a Courier, he would take 
it vichout Scruple; and ſtake his 

Life 
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Life and Soul for the Performance of 
it upon your Petitioner's Account. 
The only Objection that can be a- 
gainſt the laid Earl (for his Sincerity 
is unqueſtionable) is his Diſtance from 
your Highneſs's Dominions; which if 
you are pleas'd to inſiſt upon, as a 
Difficulty of Conſequence, I humblyß 


wave him, and offer two others :? a 
gainſt whom that Objection cannoe | u 
be made. EE " *_ C 
_ - May it pleaſe your Highneſs there 


a 

fore to accept of James Buttler, and 9 

| Henry St. John, who are at this Time {c 

| in your Highneſs's Territories, Per- D 

ſons of approved Merit, and the moſt b 

fſevere Morality. "Theſe Gentlemen fi 
| 


| have been a long time the Favourites t 
| of France, and it may be ſaid, with- be 
out any Reflection, that few People 

have merited more than they from | <« 

| 3 


the Hands of this Kingdom; they 
w 5 ſerv d 
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ferv'd it, tho Strangers, with a Fide- 
lity that might have become a Na- 
tive, and indeed have by this time 
ſo little Share in their own Country 
that they may juſtly be reckoned 

Frenchmen. Theſe Gentlemen are not 

iin the Circumſtances of the Perſons 
| TI before offer d, they are ready, and 

at Hand, your Hrghneſs may com- 


mand them at all Times, and there 


can be no Fear of their retreating to 
any other Quarter. Their diſtinguith'd 
good Qualities and great Talents have 
{o much rais'd the Envy of all other 
Nations, that their Perſons would 
be unſafe in any other Country; be- 
fide; that the Reputation of theſe 
two worthy Gentlemen has not ſuf- 
fer d from any private Immoralities 
of Domeſtick Life, or any Actions 
of publick Scandal; for after a ſtrict 
Examination into their Conduct at 
. Home, 
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Home; it only appears that they had 
form'd a Deſign: to ſerve your Periti- 
ener in the Qualities both of Pimps 
and States men. b 

Laſtly; your ſaid Petitioner farther 
offers in his Behalf ſome Matters re- 
lating to himſelf, by which it will 
appear how much "ul has been ſub- 
ſervient to the Meaſures of this King- 
dom, and vhat grateful Returns he 
has made for the many Favours be- 
ſtow d upon him by your late Royal 
| Uncle. 

It-is not unknown to your High- 
neſs that your Petitioner came into the 
Dominions of France when he was 
an Infant, without one Farthing of 
Mony, and nothing but the Bleſſing 
of the Pope to Support him; the poor 
Relief of which being ſoon Sov d 
by the Immortal King, he let him 
cat of his Bread, and ſupplied the 
defect 


„ 
defect of Infallibility with a more 
certain Subſiſtance. It was not then 
known, as your Petitioner has heard, 
and it ſtill continues a Secret, who 


your Petitioner was, who was his Fa- 
ther and Mother, and how he came 
into the World, but that he is in it, 
he is at preſent to his great Sorrow 


very ſenſible. That he was born in 


the City of London or Weſtminſter 
ſeems very probable; but it is paſt 
doubt, wherever he was born, that he 
was brought to Bed at St. Fames's, 
and continu'd in England 'till he was 
brought a begging into the Kingdom 


of France. Now your Petitioner does 


proteſt from the bottom of his Soul 
that he had no manner of Deſign to 
be Born, that it was not in his Power 
to hinder it, and whether it was a 
King or a Bricklayer that was his Fa- 


ther, he could not help being the 
Son of ſome-body. That when he 


C began 
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Affairs to diſſemble his Religion, and 


1 
began to taſte the Pleaſure of Exi- 
ſtence he took up a Reſolution to be 
as merry as the beſt of them all, and 


that he was encourag'd thereto by 


ſome Perſons not unknown to your 
Highneſs, but at the ſame time he 


was ſo very grateful to his great Be- 


nefactor as to let his Education be en- 
tirely conformable to the Rules he 
preſcrib'd. And accordingly he ſoon 


conceivd a Mortal Antipathy and 


Hatred to all Proteſtants; that he 
thought of nothing but Fires, Racks, 


and Perſecutions from his Childhood, 


and ſtood reſolv'd, whenever it was in 
his Power, to extirpate all Mankind 
that would not pay an implicit O- 
bedience to the See of Rome, and 


own both the Supremacy and Infalli- 


bility of the Pope, He confeſſes in- 


deed, that for a few late Years he 


has found it very convenient for his 


tO 
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to profeſs a fort of Neutrality be- 


tween Popery and Proteflaniſm, and 


that he has obtain'd a private Diſ- 
penſation from the Holy Father for 


this Practice. Without this Reſerve 


it had been impoſſible for him to 
have made ſo conſiderable Advances 
in Great Britain, as he did for four 


Years together; and he owns to your 


Highneſs, that this vas the Advice 
of his beſt Friends in that Kingdom 
(who really were of no Religion) to 
ſhow an Indifference to Popery, which 
the caſte Credulity of ſome People 
would ſoon conſtrue into a Conver- 


ſion, which he in his Heart utterly ab- 
hors. All this he did in due Obedi- 


ence to the Politics of a certain Court, 


vho had a plain Intereſt in the Manage- 
ment of your Petitioner; for, as to 
his own Part, he muſt confeſs that 
he never had any farther Views, than 
to do as he was taught, and he pre- 

EY ſumes 


— ond 
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ſumes to believe that your Highneſs 
your ſelf does not take him for a 
great Politician. 
But facther 5 your Petitioner begs 
Leave to go a little backward in his 
Conduct, to ſet forth his entire Re- 
ſignation to the Conduct of the 
former Miniſters of France. Alfter 
the deceaſe of your Petitioner's ſup- 
pos d Father, he ſuffer d himſelf to be 
proclaim'd King of England at Paris, 
and made uſe of that Title for many 
Years to promote the Intereſt of this 
Kingdom, and allowed ſome Iriſh 
Troops to be paid with French Mony 
in his Name; which he conceives is 
ſomething Meritorious, and hopes it 
may abate a little of your Highneſs's 
Diſpleaſure. Moreover, he ſpeaks it 
not without Terrour of Heart, that 
during the late Wars, he was once 
prevail'd upon to take the Field, and 
ſaw with his own Eyes the French 
Army 
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Army beaten by the Duke of Marl. 
borough; your Petitioner owns in- 
deed that he was not (as he has been 
told ſince) in any Danger of loſing 
his Life in the unfortunate Battel, 
but at that time he really thought 
that he vas, and therefore hopes that 
your Highneſs will conſider the Caſe 
as he did himſelf, and allow it as a 
Piece of Service to the late King, in 
hazarding his Life for his Cauſe. 

Tour Peritioner aſſures your High- 
neſs, that you need not fear any thing 
from him; for that he has conſulted 
his own Heart with the greateſt Im- 
partiality, and tho he finds a great 
many bloody Purpoſes there, yet he 
can ſafely ſay that he never dard to 
execute any of them himſelf; and tho 
he has Maſſacred above half a Na- 
tion in his own Mind, yet he believes 
that he ſhould fall into Fits at the 
ſight of a Whig Lady's Bodkin. It is 

: true 
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true that he has read of a great deal 
of Blood-ſhed upon his Account, but 
he never had the Heart to ſee any of 
it ſpilt as yet; tho' he does not know 
how faſt Courage might come upon 
him, if once he had Power enough in 
his Hands to exerciſe it vichout Fear of 
ſuffering for it, as his ſuppoſed Father 0 
did before him. But your Highneſs 
well knows, that is no Circumſtance 
of his preſent Condition, he being | 
now both without Power, or Spirit A 
to attempt any thing of that kind, 
and therefore you may let a Creature 
of his Tameneſs looſe, without any Re- 
flection upon your own Prudence, or 
any ill Conſequences to your High- 
neſs's Friends. 


Your Petitioner would not willing- 
ly detain your Highneſs too long; but 
he cannot forbear mentioning, before 
he concludes, that he has been ſo long 
2 Dependant upon the Court of 
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France, that he may be look'd upon 
as a ſort of a Rent- Charge upon it, 
charged upon the ſaid Court by the 

late King Lewis of moſt Chriſtian 

Memory, and which he in all Humility 

hopes his Succeſſors will ſtill continue. 

And he cannot forbear thinking it 

would be a ſort of Cruelty to turn him 

off in this Extremity ; for Mr. Prior, 
the late Plenipotentiary, has taught him 
the following Maxim, vhich he thinks 
very applicable to his Caſe, and there- 
fore begs Leave to quote the Aurho- 
rity of that conſummate States-man. 


No Family that takes a Whelp, 
When firſt he laps, and ſcarce can yelp, 
Negletts, or turns him out of Gate, 
When he's grown up to Dog's Eſtate. 
Nor Pariſh, if they once adopt 

_ The ſpurious Bearns the Strolers dropt, 
Leave em when grown up luſiy Fellows 
To the wide World, that is, the Gallows. 


There 
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| There is ſomething fo ſhocking to 
the Conſtitution of your Petitioner 
in the laſt Similitude, that he is not 
able to proceed any farther But 
he moſt humbly beſeeches your High- 
neſs to take the Premiſes into your 
Conſideration, and extend your Good- 
neſs ſo far as to accept of the Bail he 
offers, or to diſcharge him for the 
Reaſons he has alledg' d in his Peti- 


tion; and your Peritioner, and Mr. 


Leſley, and the Lord Mar, and feve- 


ral other Popiſs and Proteſtant, ſball 
ever pray, &c. 
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